














NUMBER LI. 








By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursbay, December the 27th, 1753. 





To Mr. Fitrz-ADamM. 







NAS) HAVE been betrayed and ruined by 
wy) 


S 
v, 


ae the bafeft of mankind. My father 
ey <i) was a merchant of confiderable note 
ey f¥4 in this town; but by unavoidable 
SBD Se S$ loffes:and misfortunes, he died two 
SENG) a) years ago, broken-hearted and in- 
Ney (F378) if folvent. I was his only child, and 





Dart) the delight of his life. My edu- 


cation, my drefs and manner of living were fuch as 
would hardly have difcredited a young woman of fafhi- 
on. Alas! the dear parent, to whofe fondnefs I was in- 
debted for every advantage and enjoyment, intended to 
have given me a confiderable fortune ; but. he <diéd as 
1 have told you ;. and has left me to lament that I was 
not a beggar from my cradle. 
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I was ignorant of his circumftances, and therefore 
fclt not my misfortune in it’s full force till a month after 
his death: at which time his creditors entered upon his 
houfe, fold all his furniture and effects, and left me no- 
thing but my clothes and trinkets, which they had no 
right to take from me. 


In the days of my profperity I had a maid fervant, of 
whom I was extremely fond; and to whom, upon her 
marriage with a reputable tradefman, I gave a little por- 
tion of fifty pounds, which were left me by a relation. 
This young woman was lately become a widow; and 
being left in but indifferent circumftances, fhe hired a 
large houfe near the Exchange, and let lodgings for her 
fupport. It was to this woman that I flew for fhelter ; 
being no more than eighteen years of age, and, as m 
father ufed often to tell me, too handfome to have friends. 


{ po not mention this circumftance, indeed I do not, 
as any thing to be vain of: Heaven knows that I am 
humbled by it to the very duft: I only introduced it as 
the beft excufe I could think of for the unkindnefs of 
my acquaintance. 


I was received by this favourite fervant with great 
appearance of gratitude and efteem. She feemed to pity 
my misfortunes, and to take every opportunity of com- 
forting and obliging me. 


Amonc the gentlemen who lodged at her houfe, there 
was one whom fhe ufed frequently to talk of with parti- 
cular pleafure. One day, atter I had lived with her a- 
bout a week, fhe told me that this gentleman had a creat 
inclination to be known to me, and that if I had no ob- 
jection to company, he would drink tea with us that af- 
ternoon. She had hardly done {peaking, when the gen- 
tleman entered the room. I was angry in my heart at 
this freedom ; but his genteel appearaiice and behaviour 
foon got the better of my refentment, and made me lift- 
en to his converfation with more than common attention. 
To be as fhort as I can, this firft vifit made me defirous 
of a fecond, that fecond of a third, and the third of a 
thoufand more ; all of which he feemed as eager to pay 
as 1 was willing to receive. . 


Tur houfe was fo crouded with lodgers, that the 
miftrefs of it had only one parlour for herfelfand me; and 
as fhe had almoft conitant employment at home, my lo- 
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ver had very few opportunities of entertaining me alone. 
But the prefence of a third perfon did not hinder him 
from declaring the moft tender and unalterable love for 
me, nor did it awe Me from difcovering how pleafed and 
happy I was at the conqueft I had made. 


In this delightful fituation near a twelvemonth paffed 
away; during which time he would often lament his de- 
pendance upon an old uncle, who, he faid, would moft 
affuredly difinherit him, if he married a woman without 
a fortune. 


I WANTED no better reafon for this delay; and was 
waiting for an event which promifed me the poffeffion 
of all 1 withed for, when my happinefs was interrupted 
by the moft villanous contrivance that ever was heard of, 


I HAD walked out one morning to buy fome fhades of 
filk, in order to finifh the covering of a fettee which I 
was working for my benefactrefs; and was returning 
home through a by-court, when to my inexpreflible fur- 
prife, I found myfelf ftopt by two men, who producing 
what they called a writ againft me, hurried me into a 
coach, and conveyed me, half dead with terror, to a 
wretched houfe, whofe windows were guarded with 
iron bars. 


As foon as I had power to fpeak, I defired to know 
by whom and for what crime 1 was thus cruelly infulted. 
They fhewed me without hefitation their authority ; by 
which it appeared that the woman with whom 1 lived 
had ordered me to be arrefted for a debt of thirty pounds, 
which fhe had {worn I owed her for board and lodgings. 
“ It is impoffible ! cried I; fhe cannot have ferved me 
“© fo! There muft be fome miftake in this! Send for her 
*« this moment! I am fure it is. a miftake!” “ Very 
‘ wees madam,” anfwered one of the fellows with a 
finile ; ‘* but if you would take my advicc, it fhould be 
* to fend for a gentleman inftead of the plaintiff. A 
* young lady like you, madam, need not ttay here for 
“ss debt of thirty pounds.” ‘© Go where I fend you, 
“ fir, faid 1; tell her what has happened, and bid her 
«« haften to me, if fhe would fave my life.” The fellow 
fhook his head as he went out, but promifed to do as I 
directed. His companion afked me what I pleafed to 
call for, and explained his meaning by telling me J was 
in : public houfe. I bid him call for what he liked, 

charge it tome; he thanked me very civily, and 
eet ing the door sfver him, left me to myfelf. 
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' I wap now a little leifure to reflet upon this adven- 
ture ; but the more I thought of it, the greater was my 
perplexity. I remained in this uncomfortable fufpence 
for near an hour, when I heard my door open with pre- 
cipitation, and faw my lover enter the room with an a- 
ftonifhment not to be imagined. ‘“ Good God !” faid 
he, fnatching me to his arms, “ is this an apartment 
“ for my charmer !—That inhuman woman !"—« What 
“ woman?” {aid [, interrupting him; ‘ can it be poffible?” 
—* She owns it herfelf,” anfwered he; ‘ this profefling 
“ friend, this grateful fervant, owns that fhe has arrefted 
“* you.”. I was ready to faint at what I heard; but re- 
covering myfelf as well as I could, I enquired into the 
motive of this woman’s cruelty. ‘ Her motive, he re- 
** plied, was avarice; I had fome words with her two 
‘© days ago, and threatened her in jeft that I would leave 
% her lodgings. She thought me in earneft ; and belie- 
‘«« ving I was foon to marry the angel whom I doated on, 
«< fhe determined to make what money fhe could of Me, 
“< by arrefting my {weet girl, She was not miftaken 
«« when fhe guefied with what hafte I fhould difcharge 
“ the debt. Here, fir,” continued he, turning to the 
bailiff, «* is the full fum, and a gratuity for yourfelf. 
«“ Come, madam, let us change this detefted place, for 
“* apartments more worthy of you.” 


Tue coach that brought him to my prifon was at the 
door. He immediately put me into it, and conducted 
me to a lace-fhop upon Ludgate Hill. 1 remained in 
the coach while he ftept into the fhop, and continued 
for a minute or two in converfation with the miftrefs of 
it; when returning to me with great chearfulnefs, he 
gave me joy of his fuccefs, and handed me up ftairs into 
pleafant and convenient apartments. The exadt order 
in which I found every thing in thefe apartments put me 
upon obferving that the owner of them was a prophetefs, 
and knew that I fhould have need of them that very 
morning. My lover made no anfwer to my remark, 
but ftraining me to his arms, and almoft prefiing me to 
death, he called them my bridal apartments, and bid 
me welcome to them as fuch. He then went down to 
order dinner and a bottle of champaign from the tavern, 
and returned to me with fo much love and joy in hislooks, 


that J was charmed with him beyond expreffion. When 
dinner was removed, and the fervant who attended us 
withdrawn, he faid and looked fo many fond and en- 
dearing things, and mingled fuch carefies with his words 
and looks ; forcing upon me at the fame time three or 

four 
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four glaffes of a wine-I was not ufed to, that my heart, 
warm as it was before with love and gratitude, confent- 
ed to his defires, and in one fatal moment betrayed me 
to a villain. 


I tivED in this guilty commerce till the effects of it 
made me apprehenfive of becoming a mother in a few 
weeks. I had often preffed for the performance of his 
promifes ; and was now refolved to be more particularly 
urgent with him upon that fubjet ; but inftead of liften- 
ing to me as I hoped he would, he called haftily for his 
fword, and took leave of me till the evening. 


I ExPECTED his return with the utmoft impatience. 
The evening came ; another, and another after that ; but 
I neither faw him nor heard from him, Upon the 
fourth day of his leaving me, I received a vifit from 
the miftrefs of the houfe, who, to my great aftonifhment, 
addrefied me in thefe words. 


_ ©] THOUGHT, madam, at your entrance into this 
‘© houfe, that you were a married woman. The lady 
«« who hired the lodgings for you two days before, gave 
“< me affurance that you were married.” —‘* What lady? 
“© cried I. You amaze me ! I heard not of thefe lod- 
“« gings till I had taken poffefiion of them. Be quick 
«< and tell me who was this lady ?” ‘ Alas! anfwered 
“« my vifitor, I knew not till this morning that you were 
“© fallen into the {nares of the worft of women, and the 
“ moft artful of men.” She faw my amazement ; 
but defiring my attention, proceeded thus. ‘ As for 
“‘ the gentleman (if he deferves the name of one) you 
«© will never fee him more’—‘* How, madam! never 
«© fee him more ! interrapted I”—My voice failed me as 
_T uttered thefe words; and leaning backwards in my 
chair, I feinted away. She recovered me from my 
fwoon, andthen wenton. ‘* He has juft now fent his 
“ fervant to difcharge the lodgings ; of whom when I 
“© enquired how you were to be taken care of in your 
“ approaching hour, his anfwer was, that he had no 
“ commiffion to fpeak to fuch queftions. Pray, ma- 
«« dam, continued fhe, is it true that you were arrefted 
«* in the ftreet the morning of your entrance into thefe 
“ lodgings?” I told her yes. ‘* The jervant then 
“is honeft, fhe replied. He hes given me your whole 
“ hiftory. The contrivers of that arreft were the wo- 
“ man where you lodged, and the villain whom you 

“* trufled , 
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“ trufted. Their defign was to fling you entirely into his 
‘“« power, that he might ufe itto your deftruction. But 
“© do not defpair, madam,” added the, feeing me in the 
utmoft affliction; ‘* all women are not monfters. I 
‘«« have compaflion upon your youth, and will aflift you 
« in your diftreffes. Thefe apartments are yours, till you 
“« defire to refign them: nor fhall any thing be wanting 
‘ that your fituation fhall require, or that a lady in hap- 
“¢ pier circumftances would with to be provided with. 
« And hereafter, if you fhall chufe to con:inue with me 
“and affift me in my bufinefs, I will look upon you as 
‘«« my daughter, and forget every thing that has befailen 
“© you.” 


OppresseED as I was with grief and fhame, my heart 
bounded at this propofal. I fell upon the neck of my 
benefactrefs, and bedewed it with my tears; telling her, 
as well as thofe tears would permit me, that I was bound 
to her forever, and would with for no other happinets 
than to ferve and pleafe her. 


Turee months are paft fince I have been the mother 
of a fweet boy ; in all which time I have never feen (and 
_ I pray heartily that I may never fee) his inhuman father. 


The generous woman, who fupports me, is even kinder 
to me than her promife. She pays herfelf, fhe fays, in 
the comfortable thought, that fhe has been an inftru- 
ment in the hand of Heaven to fave me from deftruétion. 
She told me yefterday, that the ftratagem by which this 
monfter got me into his power, with every particular of 
his behaviour to me before and after it, is his favourite 
fubjeét in all companies. ‘To deprive him therefore of 
his principal pleafure, I have thought proper to take the 
ftory out of his hands, by telling it my‘elf. 


I am, 
SIR; 
Your moft bumble fervant, 


AMANDA. 
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